
A Statement on “T-Bone Burnett Presents The Speaking Clock Review- Live From the Beacon Theater” 
Live CD 

  
“T-Bone Burnett Presents The Speaking Clock Review- Live From the Beacon Theater” was released last 
month by Shout Factory records as a benefit for The Participant Foundation, with liner notes urging 
support for that foundation, and endorsing the positions of one of the projects it funded, the film 
“Waiting For Superman.”  I was director for the Speaking Clock Review Band on that tour, performed on 
the CD as guitarist, and am listed in the CD’s credits as guitarist.  However- this CD was recorded without 
my knowledge, and released without my consent, and, in fact, against my wishes, under conditions I 
consider to be exploitive. 
       
The reasons I’m refusing consent are in no way aesthetic: I’m proud of my musical work for the 2010 
Speaking Clock Review Tour, of the superb musicianship of the band, and consider it an honor to have 
performed with the participating artists, all of whom I respect deeply.   
        
However, I can’t accept the use of my work to benefit an organization I don’t support, or the association 
of my name with a film whose politics I actively oppose. 
      (For those interested in an articulate representation of my position, I recommend Diane Ravitch’s 
review of “Waiting For Superman” in the  ‘New York Review of Books,’ “The Myth of Charter Schools” 
http://www.nybooks.com/articles/archives/2010/nov/11/myth-charter-schools/ .  
         
Its not my purpose here to discuss education policy. I respect the right of others to disagree, and I’m more 
than happy to work with musicians with whom I differ politically: as long as we agree on how to rock the 
house. But what makes that possible is that I don’t implicate the people I work with in my political beliefs, 
and they don’t implicate me in theirs. My being involuntarily associated with ‘Waiting For Superman’ and 
‘The Participant Foundation’ in a benefit CD, and management’s refusal to include a disclaimer in the CD 
literature (for example: “musician participation on this recording does not necessarily constitute an 
endorsement of the Participant Foundation or any of the projects it supports ”) violates that principle 
(freedom of association includes the right not to associate). So I told management that if they went ahead 
with publishing the CD, I would publish a statement, and here it is.   I deeply regret having been placed in 
this position. 
 
I’d like to ask the management of the Speaking Clock Revue/Shout Factory Records to pay every musician 
who performed on the Live CD a minimum of union scale wages for the use of their work.  Those who 
actually wish to support The Participant Foundation are free to send it a check.  
 
I ask Shout Factory Records to reprint the text of all future pressings and/or attach a sticker on all future 
CDs stating  “musician participation on this recording does not necessarily constitute an endorsement of 
the Participant Foundation, its positions, or any of the films or projects it supports ”. 
 
I call on the Participant Foundation to behave ethically by returning any donations from the Speaking 
Clock Revue Live CD until the above conditions have been met. 
  
And I ask consumers who believe in every k thru 12th grade students’ right to an excellent, free, and 
PUBLIC education to consider channeling their dollars to organizations and products which support similar 
goals. 
  
Sincerely,  
Marc Ribot 
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